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Talking back strategies in Swedish Feminist Comics 

 

Anna Nordenstam und Margareta Wallin Wictorin 

Since the early 1980s, Swedish female comics artists have been engaged in gender issues, 

including equality, sexuality, body, relationships, etc. Comics with these topics are published in 

fanzines, daily newspapers and comics albums. Over the last ten years the field of feminist comics 

has expanded extensively and been very successful in Sweden. Feminist comics artists such as Liv 

Strömquist have been well reviewed in the press and received literary awards. Strömquist has 

even been awarded an honorary PhD from Malmö University. She is also very well known in the 

public arenas for her podcasts and participation in TV programs. With her visually and verbally 

ironic style, Strömquist’s comics album  are examples of what bell hooks (1980) refers to as a 

talking back strategy. 

This paper argues that talking back is a strategy that has been frequently used in Swedish feminist 

comics all the way back to the 1980s, to discuss the gender power structures of the patriarchy. 

Visually and verbally, these feminist comics renegotiate the construction of gender and love 

relationships (Chute 2010). Furthermore, the paper argues that there have been historical 

changes during the last thirty years within the field of feminist comics, and that these are related 

to changes in the Swedish debate on equality. The paper analyses three eminent Swedish comics 

works published between 1988 and today. These are Den kvinnliga mystiken (The feminine 

mystique, Inger Edelfeldt 1988), Prince Charles känsla (The feeling of Prince Charles, Liv 

Strömquist, 2010), and Omlopp (Circulation, Julia Hansson, 2017). The analysis of these works 

shows different ways of using irony and satire for talking back regarding constructions of gender 

and relationships. 
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