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Superheroes have delighted and inspired decades of comics readers, but they have also embodied
inequalities of gender, race, ethnicity, class, sexuality, and ability. As with positions of power
across various political, economic, and social institutions, certain demographic groups have been
overrepresented while those from more marginalized groups have been underrepresented and
stereotyped.
Female superheroes exemplify this underrepresentation and stereotyping, but also have the
potential to destabilize norms and binaries to serve as empowering figures. This talk will explore
representations of female superheroes, and the multiple reasons as to how and why they have
changed—and not changed that much—over time. It will demonstrate the importance of diverse
representations that are both numerous and authentic, and also suggest directions for future
interdisciplinary and intersectional research about such representations in the field of comics
studies.
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